BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SINDH           33
intimate to them frankly that in the dangerous position in
which they then stood, it was essential for their very existence
that they strengthened their relation with the British Govern-
ment. He was to promise His Lordship's mediation in all
disputes between the Amirs and the Government of Lahore.
And in order readily to give effect to the mediation, it would
be advantageous if the Amirs received a body of British
troops to be stationed at their capital, the expenses of the
detachment being paid from the Sindh revenues. His Lordship,
however, would not insist upon this latter part of the proposal,
which being so important was, perhaps, deliberately put for-
ward in order to be given up, to make a show of compromise.
The mediation was to be promised on condition of (a) the
reception of a British Agent at Hyderabad; (b) all the
relations between Sindh and Lahore being conducted solely
through the medium of British officers ; and (c) the expense
of any temporary despatch of British troops which might now
be found necessary into Sindh being defrayed by the Amirs.
A necessary consequence of the terms would be to afford
protection to the Amirs, even to the point of war with Ran jit
Singh if necessary. In fact the Governor-General was prepar-
ed to go even to that length, if Ran jit Singh persisted in
his aggressive designs against Sindh.
It is provided in the letter to Col. Pottinger that if the
Amirs agreed on reasonable terms and armed interference was
necessary, Pottinger was to apply for military aid to the
Governor of Bombay, and inform Wade who would then
make a final intimation to Ranjit Singh " of our having taken
the Sindh State under our protection." 33 In accordance with
these instructions, the Government of Bombay were directed
to adopt all necessary measures for holding a force in readi-
ness to act; and, at the same time, the Government at Madras
was instructed to attend to any requisition for troops
which might be made by the Bombay Government. Corre-
sponding instructions were also sent to the Commander-in-
Chief in India and to the Lieutenant-Governor of Agra,
33 Mr. Macnaughten's letter to Lt.-Col. H. Pottinger of 26th September,
1836, "a copy of which was sent to Captain Wade along with a letter of
same date, 107/16, P. G. R. Op. Cit.